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My heart goes out to Michelle Vo, 

her family and friends, and the other 
victims of the Las Vegas shooting. 

I am heartbroken and angry about 
the events in Las Vegas. These inci-
dents are far too common in our coun-
try, and it is my sincere hope that Con-
gress takes action to lessen these types 
of tragic events. 

f 

OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS RUN TO DANGER, NOT 
AWAY FROM IT 
(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tion stands in mourning over the trag-
edy in Las Vegas. No one ever wants to 
be in that situation. But it, once again, 
reminds us that, when there is danger, 
our law enforcement officers run to it, 
not away from it. 

We are going to hear many stories 
from that tragedy in Las Vegas, but 
many of them will concern those brave 
law enforcement officers who, at the 
risk of their own life, protected and 
saved the lives of many, many others. 

So, as we mourn the tragedy in Las 
Vegas, let us always remember and be 
thankful for those law enforcement of-
ficers who protect us each and every 
day. 

f 

DREAMERS ARE AMERICANS TOO 
(Mr. SCHRADER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share the story of Leonardo 
Reyes of Salem, Oregon, and urge 
Speaker RYAN to put forth a clean 
Dream Act bill. 

Leo is an undocumented Oregonian. 
His mother brought Leo and his sib-
lings to Oregon when he was 10 years 
old. His mother was a victim of domes-
tic violence and felt she needed to get 
as far away from her husband as pos-
sible to keep Leo and his siblings safe. 
His mother left everything she knew in 
Mexico in order to pursue a better life 
for her children. 

Leo has attended Davis Elementary 
School, Reynolds Middle School, 
McKay High School, graduated from 
Chemeketa Community College, and is 
currently pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in interdisciplinary studies at Western 
Oregon University. 

He works full-time helping senior 
citizens and individuals with disabil-
ities access healthcare and food bene-
fits. Additionally, Leo was a cofounder 
of the Oregon DACA Coalition, which 
raises awareness in the community by 
empowering Oregon youth to engage in 
our democratic process. 

Leo considers himself an American, 
and I do too. He believes that being an 
American is a set of values and ideals 
which we all hold dear. 

We need to pass a clean Dream Act 
bill that will recognize Leo and over 

800,000 DREAMers as equal members in 
our community. 

f 

COMBATING HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
time we go after the perpetrators of on-
line sex trafficking. A recent investiga-
tion revealed what I have been saying 
for years, that websites like 
backpage.com knowingly facilitate 
human trafficking due to existing law 
which has been wrongly interpreted 
and allows these sites to get away 
without criminal liability. 

That is why I am cosponsoring legis-
lation to specifically allow States to 
investigate and prosecute websites that 
facilitate sex trafficking. H.R. 1855 is 
bipartisan legislation that will em-
power law enforcement to combat on-
line sex trafficking more effectively. 

This is an important step forward in 
the fight to end the suffering of 12-, 
13-, and 14-year-old girls and boys— 
children—who are the victims of sex 
trafficking. 

So, Mr. Speaker, law enforcement 
needs more tools to put an end to the 
heinous practice of exploitation and 
modern-day slavery, and clamping 
down on backpage.com’s ability to ad-
vertise young girls for sex is crucial 
and critical to holding them account-
able. 

f 

IT IS TIME TO REAUTHORIZE THE 
CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE 
PROGRAM 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in 
1997, with a very, very bipartisan budg-
et reconciliation deal, we passed a 
magnificent statement about this Na-
tion’s commitment to children, and 
that was the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program that all of us were so 
very proud of. It started in 1997 as the 
first real health reform since Medicare 
and Medicaid, and millions of children 
were able to get healthcare. Maybe at 
that time their parents could not, but 
they could be covered: children with 
sickle cell, children with heart defects, 
children with various hereditary or ge-
netic diseases who were impacted, chil-
dren with cancer, leukemia, all of these 
children, or children injured on a play-
ing field, children could be covered. 

It is time to reauthorize the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. In 
fact, I call upon the leadership to be 
able to establish martial law so that 
we can pass the reauthorization of the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program 
coming this week before we go home. 

The Democrats have been pushing. 
The leadership of the Democrats have 
been pushing. They have been asking 
for the passage of the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program. 

I can tell you that those, Mr. Speak-
er, impacted by the hurricanes, they 
need that healthcare. I ask for its pas-
sage. 

f 

VIRGIN ISLANDERS ARE 
AMERICANS TOO 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, Hurri-
canes Irma and Maria have wreaked 
havoc on the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puer-
to Rico, and numerous Caribbean na-
tions. Although the full extent of the 
two hurricanes’ impact has yet to be 
assessed, it is clear that the damage 
from these storms is unparalleled. 

The people of the Virgin Islands have 
lost their homes and possessions. Busi-
ness has been lost, along with hos-
pitals, schools, and utility systems. 

In the coming months, I ask that all 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
approve the full amount of funding and 
support needed for short- and long- 
term relief. 

For example, tomorrow, the Energy 
and Commerce Committee will con-
sider legislation to extend the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program for 5 
years. I ask my colleagues to remem-
ber the people and children of the Vir-
gin Islands. 

Just over one-third of the children of 
the Virgin Islands lived below the pov-
erty level even prior to Hurricanes 
Irma and Maria. After the hurricanes, 
our antipoverty needs will grow expo-
nentially. 

We need Medicaid and CHIP provi-
sions to provide the Virgin Islands with 
additional funding and higher rates of 
Federal matching funds so that poor 
Americans and children in the Virgin 
Islands can remain covered. This, in 
addition to further changes to Federal 
program requirements, will help the 
Virgin Islands with the resources it 
needs to build. 

So I urge my colleagues to please re-
member that Virgin Islanders are 
Americans too, just the same as con-
stituents elsewhere across the country. 

f 

GOING FORWARD AS AMERICANS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

MAST). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2017, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 
there are so many things on the minds 
of Americans: three hurricanes in a 
month, disasters in Houston, Florida, 
Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands. We just 
heard our colleague from the Virgin Is-
lands speak of the problems that that 
island has. Millions of Americans 
harmed in so many ways, lives lost, 
just yesterday, the tragedy in Las 
Vegas. 

It is hard not to focus only on those 
issues, but in many, many ways, Las 
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